
Aledo Independent School District 
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*All assigned work due by Sunday at midnight 

 

World History 
Week at a Glance 

Objectives for the Week: 

History. The student understands the causes and impact of World War II. The student is expected 

to: 

1 2(A) describe the emergence and characteristics of totalitarianism; 

 
1 2(B) explain the roles of various world leaders, including Benito Mussolini, Adolf Hitler, Hideki Tojo,  

J oseph Stalin, Franklin D. Roosevelt, and Winston Churchill, prior to and during World War II; and 

1 2(C) explain the major causes and events of World War II, including the German invasions of 

P oland and the Soviet Union, the Holocaust, the attack on Pearl Harbor, the Normandy landings, and 

the dropping of the atomic bombs. 

Social studies skills. The student understands how historians use historiography to interpret the 

past and applies critical-thinking skills to organize and use information acquired from a variety of 

valid sources, including technology. The student is expected to: 

28(E) analyze information by sequencing, categorizing, identifying cause-and-effect relationships, 

comparing, contrasting, finding the main idea, summarizing, making generalizations and 

predictions, drawing inferences and conclusions, and developing connections between historical 

e vents over time; and 

Lesson Frame: 

 
We will understand the causes of World War II. 

I will use provided resources to collect information about people involved in and the events that led 

up to the outbreak of World War II. 
So that I can answer the questions: How did totalitarianism rise during the 1930s and what impact 

did it have on people living in Europe? What part did the countries who would eventually become the 

Allies play that contributed to the outbreak of war? 
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Estimated Time to Complete: 2 hours 

Digital Resources: 

For those using technology: Causes of World War II Packet 

 
Non-Digital Resources: 

For those needing to use hard copies: 

 
W orld History April 6-10 

Lesson Delivery (What do we want you to learn?): 

For this lesson, students have the skills that they need to move straight to Engage and Practice. 

Engage and Practice (What do we want you to do?): 

1. Using your device, login to Google using your Aledo ISD credentials and then log into our 

digital classroom platform. 
2. Click on the Causes of World War II Packet and make a copy of the packet in your Google 

Drive. The packet is the place you will be completing your work to turn in. Within the packet 

are digital resources there are both video clips or hard copies that will assist you in 
completing the tasks within the Causes of World War II Packet. Follow the order of video 

clips and tasks within the packet. If you are not using technology, you’ll read the handouts 

and fill in your responses on a hard copy of the packet. 

3. Packet Page 1: W orld War II Summary (13:00) - Review the end of World World I by watching 
the summary video and answer the prompt: Explain why the Treaty of Versailles contributed 

to the cause of WWII. 

4. Packet Page 2: T he Rise of Dictators (7:15) Complete the terms to define as well as the 

characteristics of totalitarianism. Complete the chart with information about the 4 major 

dictators of World War II and how they gained power. 

5. Packet Page 3: A ggression Before the War (5:00) Each dictator had an overall objective in 

mind as they gained power. Identify their objective(s) and how they will go about 

accomplishing it. Also, list all of the ways that Hilter violated the Treaty of Versailles. 

6. Packet Page 4: A ppeasement (3:36) The countries that would become the Allied Powers 

ending up contributing indirectly to the outbreak of WWII. Explain the agreements that were 

made and the part the Allies played. 

7. Packet Page 4: Make sure to complete the writing prompt at the end of the page. This is the 

task for the “so that I can” statement and the culmination of today’s learning objectives:  
How did totalitarianism rise during the 1930s and what impact did it have on people living in 

Europe? What part did the countries who would eventually become the Allies play that 

contributed to the outbreak of war? 

Create and Submit (What do we want you to turn in?): 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qHEqO_AO6ItqAuXFQPsen-shPe1pv0fnXh3FPX7-W9o/copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1satxZ5z7DZSQkVwSd06phU-UV07lE0bx
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qHEqO_AO6ItqAuXFQPsen-shPe1pv0fnXh3FPX7-W9o/copy
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p7fCsXjCW1M&amp;list=PL63FCC94DD9F44C96&amp;index=32
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pXXtOAohY_4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZF0-GcMvQXY&amp;list=PLDyAuMyhVKYc_vWqE1MeO9SUmFmRU3kJE&amp;index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gh4lDm5vGxQ&amp;list=PLDyAuMyhVKYc_vWqE1MeO9SUmFmRU3kJE&amp;index=3&amp;disable_polymer=true
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❑ Submit your completed Causes of World War II Packet to our online classroom. If you don’t 
have access to technology, hang onto your packet until we return to school. 

Optional Extension Opportunity (What do we want you to do if you want to extend your learning?): 

Because of COVID-19, people have been asked to shelter-in-place and have all kinds of time to be 

creative. As a result, we have seen a major increase in the number of memes about our present 

situation. One thing that you might be hearing right now on the news is people comparing COVID-19 
and World War II. For this extension you’ll read the following article: What World War II Can Teach 

U s About Fighting the Coronavirus and create a meme to share with the class. 

 

https://www.wired.com/story/what-wwii-can-teach-fighting-coronavirus/
https://www.wired.com/story/what-wwii-can-teach-fighting-coronavirus/

